84.             GERMANY'S REVOLUTION OF DESTRUCTION
gospel of violence. Only innocent souls soothed their con-
sciences with the explanation that Hitler was surrounded by
a clique of bad advisers, that he had no knowledge of what
was actually going on, that his intentions were of the best,
that he was the prisoner of his entourage and must be got out
of their hands.
The primitiveness of the revolutionism in the Storm Troops,
the Hitler Youth, or the S S. reveals the vagueness of their
revolutionary ideas, but this very vagueness contains an
element of danger and of the incalculable. This revolutionism
stops at nothing. Its tactical principle is that all things are
permitted, including disloyalty to superiors. Nobody will
be so naive as to imagine that consistent training in brutality
and unscrupulousness could produce a spirit of decency, or
that the systematic flouting and rejection of every principle
of civilized law and order could produce a loyal citizen. A
revolutionary type is being moulded that differs radically from
everything that went by the name of revolutionism in the cause
of progress, but a type that for that very reason is the sort of
henchman who alone, apparently, can help to carry out revolu-
tions in our day.
Figure the type of the class-conscious German Social
Democrat, upright in thought and action in all conceivable
circumstances, dogmatic, narrow, small-minded, but decent
through and through, law-abiding, liberty-loving, firmly
insisting on respect for the individual, and detesting any sort of
violence. He, too, was a revolutionary, or at all events he
considered that he was. Alongside him stood the Communist,
already accepting violence as a legal weapon; but there were
limits beyond which nothing would induce him to go. Not
fifteen years of Muscovite training had managed more than
that. But National Socialism has managed it. In an astonish-
ingly short time it has produced a revolutionary type which
corresponds in every detail to the type of the unscrupulous